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ike Context

        

● I build infrastructure



  

Disclaimers

● No commit bit, just a *BSD user since 99'
● New to living with OpenBSD
● Ideas and statements today are my own 

opinion, and do not necessarily refect 
those of my employer, my colleagues, 
NYC*BUG, or the OpenBSD project.
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Quick OpenBSD Background

● Fork from NetBSD 1995, with a security 
focus

● Theo de Raadt
● OpenSSH
● OpenNTPD
● pf (packet filter)



  



  

Getting to a Working Laptop



  

Getting to a Working Laptop



  

UNIX basic knowledge 
requisites, how to learn your 

unknown unknowns fast
● CD/DVD media (purchase)
● USB/CD/DVD iso downloads
● man(1) pages (SERIOUSLY EXCELLENT)
● openbsd.org (how-to's)



  

● This can be painful for new kit.
● Search online for hw compatibility
● Ask around, (talk@lists.nycbug.org, etc!)

● I spent $500 for...

mailto:talk@lists.nycbug.org


  

ARM and Mips Laptops?!  Wow!

● Mips Laptops (Brian Calahan, nycbug, 
2013-04-03)

● ARM future?  Engagement...



  

Installation and updating

● Follow the instructions. (seriously)
● Blessed, signed binary culture
● Packages, pkg_add(1)

– Just works – oldschool, clean.
– Excellent “supported” attitude
– Oldschool, clean.



  

Wireless, overcoming a broken 
world of "standards"

● Not every wireless hardware supported
● No binary blobs

– Except... sortof... (Lenovo packages)

● System upgrades
– Implementation tar(1) based

● Ike thinks this is fscking awesome

– Implementation is elegant



  

Sleep, Power Management, 
Screen Locking- working ACPI 
and APM for normal laptop life

/etc/rc.conf,

apmd_fags="-C"

(/etc/rc.conf.local)

~/.xinit and xlock,

/etc/apm/suspend

/etc/apm/resume



  

What else do we need!

● (fold laptop closed)



  



  

30 years of choose-your-own-
adventure

http://blackskyresearch.net/blit.480p.mov



  

fvwm(1)



  

cwm(1)



  

twm(1)



  

Window Managers I Tried

● KDE
● GNOME
● ratpoison
● MANY MANY MORE....

● I'm using xfce right now



  



  

tmux(1)



  

(This is the most daunting part 
for old Mac users like me...)



  

Web Browsers, Email

● firefox
● chromium (youtube works)

● thunderbird
● claws-mail

(pkg_add for all)



  

30 years of choose-your-own-
adventure

http://blackskyresearch.net/blit.480p.mov



  

Why I settled on XFCE for now?



  

Daily Life tid-bits (5 mins) - The 
things one takes for granted in 

a Mac...
● Journaling Filesystem

fsck(1)

● UTF-8/Unicode everywhere

grep(1)



  

OpenBSD Release Schedule, 
new to me- pretty nice...



  

Compared to...



  



  



  

Disks, CD/DVD, USB devices, 
Network File Services, etc...

● mount(1)
● smb for samba shares, in ports
● automount and security

It all feels clumsy as hell at first.

That feeling goes away.



  

Printing (to paper)

I have not yet done it yet :)



  

Things I miss

● Phone pictures sync
● Phone contacts sync
● Drawing Tools (omnigraffle)
● Consistent UI (previously discussed)



  

So many things to love...



  

Future?

● NetBSD
● DragonFlyBSD (hammer!)
● FreeBSD (zfs, jail)



  



  



  


